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Important change in 2010 

Beginning this year the Lodge now requires that all participants 

bring a current BSA annual medical form (part A and C only) 

to be submitted at event registration. This does not require a 

physical. This is to protect all participants. The form can be 

found at: 

http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34605_Letter.pdf 

LEC 

March 14 

Held at the Council 

Service Center at 

2pm. 

LEC 

May 2 

Held at the Council 

Service Center at 

2pm. 

 

Conclave 

June 12-14 

A weekend of 

training, competition, 

and fun with other 

Lodges in the Section. 
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Letter from the Chief 

Dear Brothers, 

 A new year has dawned! We need to get all brothers to pay their dues for 2010. In order to 

earn quality lodge again, as we did in 2009, we must increase total membership by at least one 

member. This is a great honor to have bestowed on the lodge and each one of you can help. If that 

isn’t enough reason to re-up on your dues remember we always enjoy seeing smiling faces at each 

event and in order to do this, you must have your dues current. If that still isn’t enough for you, then 

think of all the opportunities offered through the Order. These opportunities include meeting other 

Scouts throughout the state and enjoying great events with amazing and motivated individuals. To 

pay your dues, send $10 along with a membership renewal form into the Scout office at 838 US 

Route 2, Moretown, VT 05660. [See page 8] 

 In order for each Scout to reach his full potential, he needs to use all the tools available to 

him. Some of the best tools are fellow Scouts, training received from others, and leaders. Another 

tool that some of us probably have over looked is the OA national website. It is full of useful 

information all of us can benefit from. It has plenty of sample works and loads of great ideas. Some 

of these ideas are of chapter meeting and lodge reports. This website is not only for people with 

positions in the lodge. You can stay up on national events and be well versed on Order history and 

aims. If you get a second, go on and check out www.oa-bsa.org. 

 One great event coming up is the section conclave. It is happening June 12 through the 14. It 

is at Camp Sequassen in New Hartford, Connecticut. The conclave is where the lodges throughout 

the section, Ajapeu, Kittan, Pocumtuc, Paugassett, Owaneco, Black Eagle, Tschitani and Achewon 

Netopalis, get to together and have a great camping weekend. At this camp there will be training, 

fellowship, and fun. There is training on topics that will help you through your Scouting career and 

throughout your life. It is a great experience and everyone should try and go. 

  I just want every one of my brothers to remember that this is a youth lead organization and 

that everyone has a part. We can pull together and work to the best of our abilities or we can sit and 

say let someone else do it, either way you decide, just something for us all to ponder. 

YIS,  

Ian 

 
 

LETTER FROM THE CHIEF 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE LODGE ADVISER… 
My Brothers and Sisters, 
 
 Happy New Year! I hope this first edition of “The Buck” for 2010 finds you all well, that you’ve had a wonderful 
holiday season, and that the coming year is happy and prosperous for each and every one of you. We’ve seen many changes in 

our lodge in 2009, and have had many opportunities to make a positive impact on Scouting in Vermont. I challenge the lodge to 
raise the bar of cheerful service in the Green Mountain Council in the coming year. I know that together, as a team – as 
chapters, as lodge committees, and as a lodge – we can surpass our own expectations in the months ahead and reach our goal of 
providing quality service to each Cub Pack, Scout Troop, and Venture Crew in our council.  
 January begins 2010 as a busy month for our lodge: we have many opportunities for involvement to include the Lodge 
Executive Committee meeting on January 10 (which has passed as of the mailing of this newsletter, but was announced in the 
final Buck of 2009), the Section NE-2A Quality Lodge Summit and Council of Chiefs meeting in Lenox, Massachusetts (the 
registration deadline closed on January 8 as posted on the lodge website), and the first of four fabulous Winter Treks on January 
22-24 at Mount Norris Scout Reservation. The Winter Trek program has been a successful staple of our council’s program for 
many years, and the lodge has been asked to step forward and provide cheerful service in its support this year. For opportunities 
to serve, please contact any member of the Lodge Executive Committee. These are creeping up soon, so volunteer now! 

 Other events on our calendar for 2010 include The Camp Sunrise spring ordeal on May 14 – 16, the Section NE-2A 
conclave at Camp Sequassen in Connecticut on June 11 – 13, The Mount Norris spring ordeal and Vigil Honor induction on 
June 18 – 20, another LEC meeting on August 22 at the council service center, the Mount Norris fall ordeal on September 10 – 
12, and the fall fellowship and Cub Scout Haunted Harvest Festival on October 15 – 17. To top it all off, we have an enormous 
opportunity for service at the Green Mountain Council’s Centennial Camporee at Mount Norris from October 1 – 3, 2010. This 
will be a once-in-a-lifetime event in our council to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the BSA, and should prove to be a very 
memorable event. All of these events will require many hands to be successful – plan to step forward and get involved! We can’t 
do it all alone (after all….many hands make light work!), so attend and actively participate in your chapter meetings and events 
in addition to all of the wonderful opportunities that I’ve mentioned above. We hope to have every lodge member involved in 
the planning and execution of these events. Contact your lodge leadership for more information and to sign up. 

 The summer of 2010 will see us back at camp! Mount Norris S.R. is once again open for business!! If your troop hasn’t 
signed up for a week of resident camp, we strongly recommend that you do so soon – spaces are filling up fast. As members of 
our Order, one of our missions is to promote Scout camping to our council – so help your chapter by conducting camp 
promotion presentations for all of our programs: Mount Norris, Camp Sunrise (for Cub Scouts), and Frontiers Camp at Mount 
Norris! We can have one of the most successful camping seasons in Green Mountain Council history, but only if we reach 
every Scout unit in Vermont with a camp promotion visit. If you are 15 years of age, sign up to be a Counselor-in-Training at 
Norris or Sunrise, or if your are at least 16, challenge yourself and become a member of either camp’s staff; trust me – it is an 
experience that you’ll NEVER FORGET. Contact the GMC service center for more information and to submit an application. 
Ajapeu Lodge will again have a strong presence at Mount Norris: look for and participate in weekly service projects, the OA 
cracker barrel, and if you are eligible for Brotherhood conversion…you can complete it during your stay at camp!! If your troop 
is attending a resident camp out of state and you want to complete your Brotherhood conversion there, you must have pre-

approval from the lodge before you sign up. Please contact me directly, and I will write up the required documentation for 
submittal to the camp’s host lodge. 
 And of course, don’t forget the 2010 National Scout Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill in beautiful Caroline County, Virginia. 
There are still openings for contingent members as well as Jamboree staff (including many OA staff opportunities). Contact the 
GMC service center or check the website for more information. I’ll see you at the Hill!! 
 In closing, I’d like to take a moment to send special thanks to members of the council service center staff who have 
provided outstanding service in support of our lodge: Janet Ruggles-Power, Arlene Matheson, Laurie Sneed, and Mary Lou 
Santin have performed many of the behind-the-scenes tasks that are essential to the successful operation of the lodge in 2009. 
Our continued success is a credit to these devoted council employees. Take a moment to thank them for their service! And last, 
but certainly not least – I’d like to personally thank each and every Scoutmaster, Cubmaster, and Venturing leader for service to 

their units. Without you, our lodge would not be as successful as it is. Because we recognize the valuable role that you all play, 
the lodge has decided to mail all registered Scoutmasters a copy of the lodge newsletter to keep you informed of the operations 
of the lodge and the services that we can provide to your units. The newsletter is also available, along with many other 
resources, on the lodge website. Check this site often for updated information or to contact your lodge leadership. As always, 
my door is open for any questions, comments, or concerns that you may have, whether you are a lodge member or not. 
 
In Service, 
Barry J. Simays 
Lodge Adviser 
Ajapeu Lodge, Green Mountain Council #592 
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We’re Looking For Lodge History… 

Were you a member of any of Ajapeu Lodge’s predecessor lodges in Vermont? Do you have valuable 

historical information and stories that you’d like to share? If so, or if you know someone who does, then 

please read on… 

As a lodge, one of our most valuable resources (in addition to our members!) is the wealth of history that 

exists regarding the lodges that came before Ajapeu: Wisie Hal’a Con #351, Nianque #398, 

Memphremagog #398, and Nicaweeggee #493. In an essence, we must have an appreciation of where 

we’ve been to know where we’re going. Knowing, appreciating, and educating our membership about 

our history is a major component of our service to Scouting in Vermont. The historical information 

exists…we just need to find and document it! 

In reality, this effort has been ongoing for a number of years. Lodge members Stan Burnham and Rick 

Holcomb have worked hard for at least 10 years to piece together our past, not only the history of the 

current Ajapeu Lodge #351, chartered to the current Green Mountain Council #592, but they’ve also 

concentrated on the now-extinct southern Vermont lodges – Nianque #398 (Ethan Allen Council – 

Rutland), Memphremagog #398 (Green Mountain Council – Rutland), and Nicaweeggee #493 (Calvin 

Coolidge Council – Bellows Falls). These two Arrowmen are always interested in any information, and 

can be easily contacted through the lodge leadership. 

We knew very little about Wisie Hal’a Con #351 (Long Trail Council – Burlington) until just two years 

ago. Lodge Adviser Barry Simays actually stumbled on a gold mine while talking with Wisie Hal’a Con 

lodge secretary Dick Ward (1950’s) at a Mount Norris Alumni Association reunion in 2008. Since then, 

he’s been in contact with lodge officers from the 1950’s, 1960’s, and 1970’s (some as far away as Texas 

and California); these brothers have provided a wealth of insight into our past through pictures, 

newsletters, meeting minutes, membership rosters, and memories. Many gaps have been filled but many 

more still exist.  

So, here is the request: we are asking any current or former lodge members of any Order of the Arrow 

lodge in Vermont who may have any kind of historical information that we can add to our records to 

contact Lodge Adviser Barry Simays at simaysb449@yahoo.com, phone (802) 363-3655, or by mail to 

881 Vermont Route 15, Underhill, Vermont 05489. We would prefer to receive scans or photocopies of 

documents and pictures as opposed to original documents. Written personal histories are also welcomed. 

Barry will retain any Wisie Hal’a Con material (it’s become a personal project for the lodge), and any 

material pertaining to the other lodges listed above will be forwarded to Stan Burnham and Rick 

Holcomb. 

The goal is to be able to accumulate this information into book and electronic format for all lodge 

members to share. In the meantime, COME TO OUR LODGE EVENTS! Many members usually bring 

their “histories-in-progress”, and are always willing to share the information that they’ve obtained! 

 

Around the Lodge 

mailto:simaysb449@yahoo.com
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Chapter 1: 

Chapter Report 

Chapter 2: 

Chapter 3: 

Chapter 4: 

No information was received.  

No information was received.  
 

Chief: Evan T 

Email:  

 
Vice Chief: Ethan S 

Email: 

 

Secretary: Aaron E 
Email:  

 

Meets at the Milton Elementary School on the 4th 
Tuesday at 6:30. 

Chief: Ken K 
Email:  

 

Vice Chief: Dave K 
Email:  

 

Secretary: Nathan P 

Email:  
 

Meets at Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Rte 2, 

Danville, Vermont on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 
from 7:00PM to 8:30PM. 
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Chapter 2 Service Project 
 

 Chapter 2 completed a chapter wide service project 

on May 30, 2009. We had 17 Arrowmen come together 

to help clean up the Hartland Dam Nature Trails, the 

area we have used in the past for our annual Klondike 

Derby. A major storm had come through and knocked 

dozens of trees over throughout the property.  

 

 We came in wielding 

saws, axes, and clippers. We split into two groups, one went in through 

the top, cleaning up brush and trees, as well as painting blazes on trees to 

reestablish the pathway. The other group entered the forest from the 

lower end and came up the opposite way where there was a large 

cluster of hefty trees leaning on each other across the trail. 

 

 After close to 2 hours of cutting and hauling wood off the trail, the upper group had made their way 

through their end of the trail and they came up on the other end where the lower group was still hogging 

their way through the heap of danger trees. All 17 volunteers worked together to clean up the area, and 

make it travelable.  

 

 The work went fast with all of the 17 volunteer Arrowmen chipping in. The entire trail had been 

cleaned up in just 2 hours, but it would not have been possible without every volunteer participating.  

Special Thanks to: 

Peter Tsongais, Donovan Kelly, Dylan Ring, Brendan Wood, Chris Wood, Bill Wood, Todd Schaal, 

Drew Hitchcock, John Hitchcock, Ben Lynds, Peter Lynds, Josh Gilman, Patrick Gilman, Devin Potter, 

Seth Dandurand, Ben Anderson, and Kevin Anderson. 

 

Chapter Spotlight 
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2010 LODGE CALENDAR 

AJAPEU LODGE, GREEN MOUNTAIN COUNCIL #592 

 
10 JANUARY 2010  LEC MEETING - NEWSLETTER DEADLINE GMC SERVICE CENTER: 2 PM 
     
31 JANUARY 2010  SECTION COC - QUALITY LODGE SUMMIT HARTFORD, CT: 10 AM 
     

14 MARCH 2010  LEC MEETING    GMC SERVICE CENTER: 2 PM 
 
TBD APRIL 2010  VIGIL HONOR SELECTION COMMITTEE GMC SERVICE CENTER: 2 PM 
 
24 APRIL 2010   SECTION COC    CAMP SEQUASSEN, CT: 10 AM 
 
2 MAY 2010  LEC MEETING - NEWSLETTER DEADLINE GMC SERVICE CENTER: 2 PM 
  
14-16 MAY 2010   SPRING ORDEAL    CAMP SUNRISE 
 
11-13 JUNE 2010   SECTION CONCLAVE   CAMP SEQUASSEN, CT 

 
18-20 JUNE 2010   SPRING ORDEAL    MT NORRIS S.R. 
     
18-19 JUNE 2010  VIGIL INDUCTION    MT NORRIS S.R.: FRIDAY NIGHT 
    (VIGIL MEMBERS/CANDIDATES ONLY) 
 
15 AUGUST 2010  LEC MEETING - NEWSLETTER DEADLINE GMC SERVICE CENTER: 2 PM 
     
10-12 SEPT 2010   FALL ORDEAL    MT NORRIS S.R. 
 

1-3 OCT 2010   COUNCIL CENTENNIAL CAMPOREE  MT NORRIS S.R. 
 
15-17 OCT 2010   FALL FELLOWSHIP/LEC ANNUAL MEETING CAMP SUNRISE 
    HAUNTED HARVEST FEST 
    NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 
12 DECEMBER 2010  LEC MEETING - NEWSLETTER DEADLINE GMC SERVICE CENTER: 2 PM 
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2010 SECTION NE-2A CONCLAVE 
"A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME" 

Each year, over 300 Arrowmen from across Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, New York, and Europe 

gather for the annual Section Conclave, a weekend-long event designed to help unify the Lodges in our 
Section, provide an inspiring training program, and most of all, have fun!  

Section NE-2A's Annual Conclave will be happening from June 11-13, 2010 at Camp Sequassen in New 
Hartford, CT. This year's Service Lodge is Owaneco Lodge of the Connecticut Yankee Council. The cost of 
this year's Conclave is $35 if registered before April 30, 2010. 

2010 SECTION NE-2A CONCLAVE REGISTRATION FORM 

AJAPEU LODGE, GMC #592 

NAME:__________________________________________UNIT:______________ 

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:____________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

COST: $35 BEFORE APRIL 30, 2010 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT CHECK PAYMENT TO THE GREEN MOUNTAIN COUNCIL 

SERVICE CENTER BY APRIL 15, 2010. 

 

Green Mountain Council, BSA 

P.O. Box 557 

Waterbury, VT 05676 

ATTN: OA/AARON STRONG 

 

OR CALL THE SERVICE CENTER FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS: (802) 244-

5189. 

 

Specific information regarding conclave program will follow once the section has published 

it. Each participant is required to submit a complete BSA annual health and medical record 

(available online through the GMC website).  

 

http://www.scoutingvermont.org/Resources/Forms/MedicalForms 

 

http://www.ne-2a.org/index.php?p=conclave 
 

http://www.scoutingvermont.org/Resources/Forms/MedicalForms
http://www.ne-2a.org/index.php?p=conclave
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Lodge Leadership 
Lodge Chief: Ian N 

 

 

Lodge Vice-Chief: Loren 

M 

 

1-802-558-5817 

Lodge Secretary: Troy M 

 

1-802-244-1920 

Lodge Staff Advisor: Aaron Strong 

astrong@bsamail.org 

1-808-282-8795 

Lodge Advisor: Barry Simays 

Simaysb449@yahoo.com 

1-802-363-3655 


