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“A SCOUT IS HELPFUL”

And has been across America for 100 years

“SCOUTING FOR FOOD”

 FEBRUARY 6-20th,  2010

Dear Unit Leaders, Parents and Youth,


Across the Nation America has been suffering for some time now from the economic crunch which has hit us. No where is this more evident than when you talk to one of our Food Pantries here in Vermont.  Just visit http://www.youtube.com/VermontFoodbank  and watch a video which was made this past year and released in December. Food pantries across the state are seeing more people than they have ever seen. There is no dividing line between what we would call poor and middle class people who need help to make it through one more day or week until they can find a job. It could be your own neighbor who has been hit by this epidemic and you don’t know it because they hide it afraid of the shame it implies. “Hunger isn’t seen – it is felt” 
      
February 8th is recognized as the official 100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America being chartered by congress on that day 100 years ago and every year since. Ted Merchant, a long time local Scouter who is on the Governors Task Force for the Vermont Food Bank and The Long Trail District Committee are asking all units to participate in a big food drive to help their local Pantry during this time. 

While many people are giving of their resources around Thanksgiving and Christmas the toughest time is in the colder winter months afterwards. People hit by heat costs etc are having to choose between  feeding themselves, getting necessary medications, food and even to feed their pet who is often the only source of comfort in their life and as much a member of their family as any child. People who were generous before the New Year have forgotten the Food Banks at this crucial time of year leaving many Food Banks with low or empty shelves as soon as the holidays are over. 
So this is the plan. Simple and easy. There is a separate word document attached and online at http://www.scoutinvermont.org/longtrail so you can fill in your own unit number and leader contact information before printing. 1 piece of paper will make 2 when cut in half. This is for your use to staple to bags you can get at your local Food Store usually by just telling them what you need them for and seeing if they will give you a bunch. While there you might even see if you can get something set up in the front of the store during this time to help boost your collection and place a big poster on it with the slogan you see at the top of this letter. Make sure someone checks it each day and empties it as need to take to the food pantry. 
A plan can be set up to go door to door in towns which have houses close together and assign groups to do just that. Use THE BUDDY SYSTEM. No youth is to go into a home or go alone. Make sure all houses bags are dropped off at are gone to on the date on your paper to retrieve them, even if they look empty! People will not take this seriously next year if you forget them and they put their bag outside. 

The Unit Committee Chair or someone the Chair and Leader designate can contact the local food pantry to see if they will open the doors for you to get all parents out with kids picking up food to deliver what they collect and count how many items helped that location. (there is a list for this information too.)
Report to Ted Merchant of St Johnsbury 748-9507 h or 751-8581 merchanttheron@yahoo.com (Kingdom Community Services) how many items your unit collected and which Food Pantry benefited from this year Food Drive. Ted may give you a call to see if you are participating in advance and can help connect you with your local Food Pantry if needed. 

We will be looking for ways to get this on the local Radio or Newspapers. If you can help us let us know

Thanks for being HELPFUL and DOING A GOOD TURN by participating in this project.

